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The Role of a Guide Dog in the Classroom 


A Conversation with Professor Chuck Ma 


MARSHALL CHAPMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


“It’s hard. I’m not looking forward to it. You go through a lot to- 
gether and it'll be a tough drive back.” 


Now that Professor Chuck Ma has returned his guide dog in train- 
ing, Zenith, we thought it would be appropriate to sit down with 
him and discuss their past year at Redeemer. Have you ever walked 
down a hallway, or by a classroom and heard a bark? Or have to do 
a double-take because you thought you saw a dog in a classroom, 
but figured it was too good to be true? Well, it’s not: meet Zenith, 
a dog guide in training, and his trainer, Professor Chuck Ma. On 
Friday, September 15, | got to know Professor Ma and his furry 
friend, Zenith, the one-year-old poodle puppy. 


As a relatively new professor (year three at Redeemer) Professor 
Ma and Zenith have thoroughly enjoyed their Redeemer experi- 
ence thus far. Professor Ma is a business professor and an instruc- 
tor for the CTS 410 Core Capstone course, where Zenith joins him 
at the front of the class 
based in the IT industry, from which he retired in 2022. 


Ma was initially not a professor but was 


Prior to getting more involved at Redeemer, Ma became a foster 
for Zenith from the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides as 
a short-term trainer during Zenith’s “puppy stages”. Zenith was 
only two months old when Ma picked him up on August 8th, 2022, 
and trained him for the next thirteen months. He focused on accli- 
matizing Zenith to everyday life, transportation, and socialization 
before Zenith began his dog guide training this fall. 

When | asked Professor Ma about his Redeemer experience as “the 


professor with a dog”, he firmly stated that the experience has 

been fantastic to date. He and Zenith have been well received, 

though it was a bit of a shaky first month with Zenith in the class- 

room as a puppy still adapting to his surroundings. Staff and fac- 
ulty were also receptive to Zenith, Professor Ma later added. 


1 asked Professor Ma about how long he'd been training guide 
dogs, to which he quickly replied with a smile: “Oh, Zenith is 
the first dog I've trained...I initially didn't even want a dog!” He 
added, “God just puts things in front of me, and I want to step 
through the door He gives me.” 


Ma had stopped by a McDonald's in Oakville which had a display 
by Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides, He spoke with the 
booth’s attendant who explained the process and then signed up. 
That was in April of 2022, and by early August, he had Zenith. As 
a “temporary” trainer for Zenith, Ma fosters the dog through his 
puppy stages, teaching him basic commands, getting him used to 
crowds and people, socializing him, and equipping him for nor- 
mal, everyday life. Ma, who initially didn’t want a dog, now has 
a friend for Zenith, as his son’s dog is staying with him perma- 
nently. 


As someone who is unfamiliar with the training process for a 
guide dog, I couldn't imagine making a connection with a puppy 
knowing that it’s only temporary. Ma said, “It's hard not to make 
a connection with the dog. When you look into a dog's eyes, they 
look into your soul, They stare back at you. I always have to tell 
myself that it’s ‘not my dog, | am only fostering it’.” 


(The rest of this article can be found on page 3). 
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A Letter From The Editor 


Hey Redeemer, 


Welcome back to the Crown! After writing for the paper the last two years, I am 
pumped to be this year’s Editor-in-Chief. We’ve got a stacked team this year, and 
together we're eager to tell stories that are relevant to you, one one-thousandth of 
the Redeemer student body. 


We've been busy asking ourselves, “Why does the Crown exist?” The thing is, it’s 
your student fees that are paying for this paper to be in your hands right now. Conse- 
quently, we want to remember that you should affect what we do in these pages. Our 
goal for the year is to share stories that are accessible, meaningful, and eye-opening 
for you. 


New this year is the FOMO Index on the back page! While recognizing that there are 
important issues happening outside of our Redeemer bubble, I’ve struggled in the 
past with reconciling the need to have these conversations with the fact that I may 
not always have the most qualified voice. This handy tool has 8 headlines, ranging 
in scale (the Redeemer bubble to the whole world) and significance (“Whatever” to 
“Important”). Put simply, the FOMO index is a quick way to mitigate your fears and 
get you caught up by pointing you to important stories that we don’t have the capac- 
ity to cover. 


We're covering a lot of ground in this paper! Politician-turned-journalist Marshall 
Chapman sat on the other side of the Student Senate desk to interview our new 
president, Sebastian Caldwell. Rachel Atsma put students on the spot and garnered 
some opinions on the new dining hall renovations. Finally, check out guest reporter 
Kaeden Smith's inspired analysis of Olivia Rodrigo’s GUTS if you'd like a little laugh 
in between realizing that school is actually not just about socializing. 


Newsprint isn’t dead, and I'm excited for you to read this energized publication! 


Rieneke 
(that’s pronounced “ree-nuh-kuh”) 


CONTACT: 

Crown Office 

c/o Redeemer University The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those of The Crown is published by students six times per academic year 
777 Garner Road East, Redeemer University’s student body, faculty, or administration. and is funded by the students of Redeemer University 


Ancaster, ON LoK 1J4 but is dedicated to the broader universtiy community. 
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Guide Dog in the Classroom 


Continued 


He added that some of his friends who are in similar situ- 
ations have dropped their dogs off as recently as this week and last. 
“It's hard. I'm not looking forward to it. You go through a lot togeth- 
er and it'll be a tough drive back from the LFC Dog Guides facility.” 


Ma confirmed that September 25th was the return date for Zenith— 
he'd told his students that he was taking Zenith back, and wanted 
to allow them an opportunity to say goodbye. “It will be a sad mo- 
ment,” he concluded. 


Having a puppy in the classroom can be a distraction for students, 
as a few anonymous students brought their concerns about the dis- 
traction to Student Senate last year. I asked Ma about the recep- 
tion of Zenith by students. Ma immediately noted that of course the 
focus is still on teaching—the dog is there at the beginning and the 
end of class, but the focus is on education. 


“Sometimes I reference Zenith throughout the class, but for the ma- 
jority of class he’s either sleeping or resting,” Ma said. Collectively, 
Ma says there has been a great response from students with many 
exclamations of “Aw, there's a puppy!” Students often ask to pet 
Zenith, which is a great practice (for the record, Zenith was allowed 
to be petted because he hadn’t yet begun his official dog guide train- 
ing). 


“Staff have also been receptive, as well. Some faculty will even pup- 
py sit for me while I proctor exams and midterms. He gets excited 
when he sees certain faculty in the hallway because they've puppy- 
sat him in the past.” 


Ma did add regarding the situation of having a puppy in the class- 
room, “He [Zenith] can be a random variable; students need to fo- 
cus on their exams and their work so it makes the most sense to 
keep him out of the exam room—and staff and faculty were gener- 
ally open to puppy sitting if it fit their schedule!” Ma added, “Sure, 
{having a puppy in the classroom] can be distracting. Early on in 
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the year, he would bark in the classroom which would be quite 
distracting. It didn’t happen a lot, and when he settles he’s like 
furniture; he just lies down and relaxes.” 


Ma added that he believes having a dog in the classroom can help 
foster a different environment too, where it can change the dy- 
namics in a positive way. It's not just a normal lecture. “There's a 
huge lineup for service dogs, there’s a real need out there. I think 
students would benefit from service dogs. It’s important.” 


Now that Zenith is back with the Lions Club Foundation of Can- 
ada Dog Guides, Professor Ma has admitted that he is open to a 
few new options for training additional dogs in the future. “Yes, I 
will consider a few options for guide dogs,” he said. “One option is 
puppy-sitting for folks who are on vacation, watching the dog on 
short notice for a limited amount of time. I might also pick up a 
new puppy in May of next year, allowing me to get through the su- 
per early puppy stages, and then at about five months or so when 
they're a bit more mature they should be ready for the classroom.” 


Putting in a plug for the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides, 
for whom Professor Ma was temporarily training Zenith, Ma said, 
“[I’m] impressed with what they do. They take people likevy me 
off the street to foster puppies, teach us to train the puppies for 
everyday life, and they don’t have tremendously high expecta- 
tions.” The Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides receives no 
government funding but operates solely off donations. 


Wrapping up, Professor Ma was clear he wanted folks at Redeem- 
er to know how grateful he is for their reception of Zenith and for 
allowing him to be on campus and partake in campus life. “It’s 
been huge for his growth and development to allow him to be a 
part of this environment and his maturity. I really, really appreci- 
ate it.” 
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them, considering both the facts and the feelings. 
“I also wanted to emphasize the importance of stories, Person- 
ally, I love having conversations with people and seeing different 


sides of an argument. With this podcast, I want other people to 
be invested in their school and feel like they have a say, like they 
have agency. People don't see themselves as change-makers, but 
instead we assume that the world is happening to us. In a way, 
that’s true, But in some way, I think you also have an obligation 
to stand up for just things. It helps you be more invested in your 
community when you have that. 

“The method of focussing on ideas and stories is dialogue. Al- 
though people are scared of having conversations now, especially 
conflict-ridden, difficult ones, they really are unavoidable. Even 
more, I am hopeful that we can maybe bring back an appreciation 
for them, It stresses me out a little bit - how are we going to come 
to agreements if we can't even talk? What will my kids’ futures 
look like? People do want to talk about what's happening in a lo- 
cal sense, and I want to be able to show them how to have tough 
conversations about these things.” 

An interview with Dr. J. Juilfs is already out as the first 
episode of the podcast, and the second episode will be out Tues- 
day, October 10th. Anne is eager to hear from you about how you'd 
like to bring your own ideas to the Crown, perhaps even helping 
out as a co-host to ask your favourite professor all your burning 
questions! If you're curious, reach out to kjan@redeemer.ca. Hap- 
py listening! 


This year marks the forty-first year of the Crown being pub- 
lished, printed, and distributed to the student body. That's forty-one 
years of the writers and editors at the Crown putting a paper together 
that caters to the unique students we hope to serve! Our audience 
today is obviously one that is increasingly digitized in how they com- 
municate, and the way that we at the Crown tell stories should reflect 
that. With that said, a new project over at the Crown this year is Wis- 
dom and Wonder, a podcast spearheaded by Anne Jan! 

“I came up with the idea in January of this year,” Anne shared 
with me last week. “I was thinking about what I wanted to know. I 
follow this podcast from Oxford University called Futuremakers, and 
although I don't know if theirs is student-led, it was so interesting to 
hear their guests! I realized a lot of universities have podcasts, and I 
thought that Redeemer should have one. Here I am, making it!” 

In terms of the content, the idea for the podcast was built on three 
things: ideas, stories, and dialogue. 

“I want it to be idea based,” Anne explained. “Recently we 
did a panel on AI for our launch event. We wanted to get at the ideas 
behind Al; what should our relationship with it be? The ideas behind 
the things we see shape the way that the world and everyone thinks. 
“It seems to me that facts and feelings are on the same level of impor- 
tance today, and that’s not a historical idea. I want the podcast to be 
a way of seeing what ideas are out there and how J can interact with 
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Briefs 
WORLD 


On Monday, October 2, 
the UN Security Council 
announced a Kenyan-led 
international task force 
would be sent to Haiti 

to combat long stand- 
ing violent gang fighting. 
Earlier this year, Canada 
rejected calls to lead 

the force, though Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
announced an additional 
$80 million in humanitar- 
ian aid for Haiti. 


CANADA 


Two weeks ago, the 
Speaker of the House 

of Commons, Anthony 
Rota, introduced a for- 
mer Ukrainian freedom 
fighter, Yaroslav Hunka. 
The House gave a round 
of applause, but not one 
MP paused to consider: 
“Weren't the Soviets on 
our side?” Hunka is ac- 
tually a veteran of the 
Waffen-SS, a Nazi division 
known for its war crimes 
during WWII. Rota has 
since resigned as speaker. 


HAMILTON 


Hamilton Police issued 
five arrests and ten pro- 
vincial offence notices on 
Saturday to partiers in 
the area of the McMaster 
University campus. Draw- 
ing crowds of 8000-9000 
people, the unsanctioned 
parties resulted in two 
hospitalizations and ten 
calls for paramedic ser- 
vice. 


ROYALS 


Last Year’s Regular 
Season Standings: 
2022/23 

MBB: 16th Overall 
WBB: 11th Overall 
MVB: oth Overall 
WVB: 12th Overall 


This Year’s Regular 
Season Standings: 
2023/24 | 
MSOC: 13th Overall 
WSOC: 11th Overall 
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Hello, Redeemer students! My name is Kaiden 
Groombridge, and I’m a second-year student double ma- 
joring in history and philosophy with the end goal of be- 
coming a high school teacher. I also currently serve on our 
Student Senate as the Vice President of Communications, 
in which I work alongside the Crown team, communicating 
to the school what they should rightfully hear. 

A lot of people have asked me, “What exactly do 
you do in your role on Student Senate?” To be exact, I doa 
number of practical things relating to organization and, of 
course, communication. I am in charge of the cleanliness 
and organization of the Student Senate office to create a 
presentable and approachable environment for students to 
come in and express concerns, ask questions, or hand in 
any forms as need be. 
| also create posters and advertisements, which can all be 
found on the walls around campus or on our social media 
platforms. These include our Instagram page and our Re- 
deemer App page, both of which I manage as well. 

Finally, I am in charge of taking minutes at our weekly 
meetings and creating monthly student body email up- 
dates, which are posted publicly to the student body after 
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In Conversation With 


they are approved by Student Senate. But that’s enough 
about my role on Senate; how about I tell you about my 
experience at Redeemer so far! 

The first time I came to visit Redeemer University 
was in 2018, when my district’s international Bible Quiz- 
zing team came to compete here. After seeing the campus 
and learning about the opportunities Redeemer had to of- 
fer, I was immediately drawn in and knew that I wanted to 
go here to pursue a postsecondary education. I have want- 
ed to be a high school teacher since the start of high school, 
and the fact that Redeemer offered an education program 
gave me that much more incentive to come here. 

My first year here at Redeemer was one that I 
will never forget. Despite the highs and lows of work and 
school, the experience was like no other. After a gap year, I 
came into the university after being in a high school where 
I was not the most accepted, and almost immediately I was 
flooded with people who were accepting and loving of me 
just for who I am as a person. 

It was very easy to get integrated into student life and in- 
volved with activities and opportunities on campus, which 
helped me learn more about my abilities, as well as people 


This Takes GUIS 


Kaiden Groombridge 


PE: 
around me in all parts of school. I met all kinds of amaz- 
ing people who had a common foundation of faith in Je- 
sus Christ, making it easy to talk about my faith and learn 
about others. Overall, my first year was filled with many 
opportunities: opportunities to grow new relationships, to 
get involved here at Redeemer, and to grow in my faith in 
Jesus. 

Coming into my second year here at Redeemer, | 
made it my goal to try and improve student life on campus 
by introducing some unique opportunities, some of which 
I have already started working on. | am excited to be trying, 
some new things in my role on Senate, and | hope that you 
all enjoy the things that Senate has planned for this year! 
But most importantly, I am very excited to glorify Jesus in 
every aspect of this year, and I hope that I can reflect Him 
in everything that I do. 

If you happen to see me in the halls, the Senate office, or 
just anywhere around campus, do not hesitate to say “Hi"! 
I cannot wait to meet you all! 


A 20 Year Old Christian Males Review of Olivia Rodrigo's Latest Album 


KAEDEN SMITH 
GUEST WRITER 


| sat at the kitchen table on a warm, late night in 
mid-July. Scrolling through YouTube, I came across a vid 
eo that caught my attention: “Olivia Rodrigo—Vampire” 
Being the ‘moderate’ Olivia Rodrigo fan I am, I quickly 
clicked on the video to ensure that what I was seeing was 
real. Though I know I'm not her target audience, I believe 
her lyrics transcend beyond the teenage girl demographic 
to speak to every person who dares listen. 


I had missed the hype of her first album, SOUR, when 

it was first released, but quickly grew into a fan when 
COVID-19 isolation allowed me to listen to “good for u" a 
dozen times in the span of a few days. So, for her sec 

ond album, I knew I had to stay on top of the narrative. 
Overall, Livy's 
industry brings out her wild side 


second entry into the competitive music 
with more angst, more 
personality, and (perhaps controversially) more spoken 


lyrics than anyone was expecting. 


To start, we were gifted with “vampire” at a time when we 
did not know we needed it. It’s a deceptive song that starts 
like a ballad but transforms into a punk-y banger at the 
intro of the chorus. I knew it had captured the hearts of all 
her fans when I was told of a nine-year-old girl at summer 
camp who joylessly sang it alone in a bathroom stall. 


sut she really shook things up with the early release of 
the second song on the album, “bad idea, right?”, which 
shocked many fans on the first listen-through. For the 


typical Redeemer theologian, this may be a surface-level 
song written to sing loudly during late-night car rides, 

but in reality, it upholds Biblical values that the average 
Christian teenager needs to learn: going to your ex’s house 
late at night is, indeed, a bad idea... right? Right. 

But these two early releases only graze the surface of 

the fun, depth, and beauty found within the melodies of 
GUTS. Rodrigo demonstrates tremendous range in her 
writing as we jump from the hip “get him back!” to the 
thoughtful “making the bed”. Lyrics like, “Another conver 
sation with nothing good to say / I thought it so I said it, 
took it ‘cause I can” capture her profound reflections on 
real-life experiences. While lyrics like, “When am I gonna 
stop being, wise beyond my years and just start being 
wise?” demonstrate the existential questions many wrestle 
with in their critical teenage years. 


From a Christian perspective, Biblical truth shines 
through many phrases Olivia penned. She knows, “there's 
always something missing” (from “pretty isn’t pretty”) be 
cause “[God] has set eternity in the human heart” (Eccle 
siastes 3:11). Although at times there is needless cursing, 
Olivia's desires and dreams are a testimony of the human 
condition that can only be met and fulfilled by the Creator, 


What | appreciate most about this album is the true depth 
in Olivia's writing. Rather than the all-too-common light- 
hearted pop songs that appeal to young musicians, she 
includes in every song a lyric, a chord, or even a simple 
note that shifts the song from common to exquisite. 


When I asked other guys in my dorm to comment their 
thoughts on the album, a fair criticism arose. Asking to 
remain under the guise of anonymity, one dorm mate 
expressed apathy for the album 


“I just don't care enough... the aesthetics look the same 
as the last one,” he said—although he did admit he had 
not actually listened to any of the new songs yet. In 
Olivia's defense, I think it’s appropriate that the vibe of 
GUTS is like that of SOUR. GUTS, in my opinion, is a 
spiritual twin of her debut album, and acts as a refined 
part two to her teenage, drama-ridden experiences. | do 
think, however, that she will have to change things up for 
whatever her next album may be—perhaps even a Taylor 
Swift-esque transformation. According to my calculations, 
Livy’s best way forward is a high-praise congregational 
worship album focused on the atonement of Christ. 


So, whether you're suffering through a tough Redeemer 
break-up, wanting to get into your feels instead of doing 
your school work, or just looking for music to jam out to 
while you tackle that week-old pile of dishes, this album 
will satisfy your desires. Why? Because when we look be- 
low the surface, there is an abundance of common grace 
radiating throughout the GUTS album. The deep longings, 
the hurt, and the sinful desires she describes in her songs 
remind each of us of our need for a savior. For if God can 
save a sinner like me, how much more can He redeem the 
works of Olivia Rodrigo? 
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The following article comes from the Crowns archives 
New Food Plan Drawing Fire From 
& Students 


* 
. JASON DUERMEYER 
ah OCTOBER 8, 2003 
.: : Aship and sonmas such as budgeting and making conscious food choices. 


ugh unpopular, new system promotes 
s revised food program is one of the most contro- 
al issues facing students today, underlined by a recent survey 
showing d disapproval from the majority of on-campus 
students. While the September survey results emphasize student dis- 
appointment and concern, the administrators of the program have 
suggested the benefits do indeed outweigh the costs, 


In years past, the old food program operated on an ascending bal-— 


ance that permitted each dorm to, in most cases, take unrestricted 
amounts of groceries from Redeemer’s food store. In contrast the 
revised program, which was implemented at the beginning of the 
academic year, functions on a descending balance, which decreases 
with every product scanned and purchased in the food store. Un- 
like in previous years, every dorm now has to closely monitor their 
spending habits to ensure that they have money left at the end of 
the academic year for Redeemer Market purchases. Fred Schat, The 
Dean of Students, has been actively involved in discussions among 
both students and Redeemer administrators regarding the food plan 
modifications. He says the change is the result of several years of de- 
bate, spearheaded by a Student Senate concerned about the tremen- 
dous amount of food that was being wasted. While this year’s Senate 
has yet to mention the restructured food plan at one of their weekly 
Tuesday evening meetings, student complaints persist. 
And the survey says... 

In the last half of September, an eleven-question survey was 
devised, aimed at clearer understanding of student opinion regard- 
ing Redeemer’s restructured food plan. The survey was distributed 


to 43 RAs and HAs, who were asked to conduct the survey with their _ 


dorm mates; of these, 20 surveys were returned, and a total of 143 
on-campus students participated in the study. 

Commenting on the survey, Schat reasoned that any analy- 
sis conducted at such an early point in.the food program’s history 
can only provide superficial clues for comparing it with its predeces- 
sor. Bearing this in mind, survey results at least provide a window 
through which one might gain.an understanding of student opinion. 

A broad sweep of the mass of collected information reveals 
deeply-rooted student uncertainty and skepticism. Many argue that 
the new program not only imposes unnecessarily harsh consumption 
restrictions, but also hurts the on-campus community by inhibiting 
the communal sharing of food between neighbouring dorms. 

A closer look at survey statistics reveals various dimensions 
of student concern. While at least half of the completed surveys ad- 
mitted that the new program does encourage more stewardly behav- 
iour, only 21% of participants agreed they “are getting their money's 
worth out of the current food plan.” 39% of participants claim they 
are eating less than they would if they were living off-campus. 

A whopping 97% of survey participants agree that their dorm’s week- 
ly allowance for Redeemer Market purchases is insufficient. Other 
survey stats support this claim: while the current weekly allowance 
for an eight-student dorm sits at 197.33, or a meager $3.52/person/ 
day, the estimated average weekly spending of participating dorms 
hovers around $271, or $4.84/person/day, a 27% overdraft. 
Regarding the weekly dorm allowance, Schat suggested that spend- 
ing habits for the month of September are not a trustworthy indi- 
cation of dorm allowance insufficiency. Students, he reasoned, are 
going to spend more money near the beginning of the year as they 
settle into their residence. 

Although the survey was primarily focused on what students thought 
about dorm allowances and the renovations made to Redeemer’s 
food store, several dorms took the liberty of stating that communal 
meals and daily soups are too expensive and ought to be available to 
students on a pay-per-use basis. 

Old program did not work well 

Though some students may find it difficult to be enthusi- 
astic about the new food plan, it has support from administration. 
Doreen Gringhuis, for example, is a passionate advocate of descend- 
ing balances and precise inventory control. As Director of Ancillary 
Services, she is the primary architect of the new food program. Her 
manifesto is both honourable and straightforward: keeping Redeem- 
er and its students accountable when it comes to food consumption 
requires that Redeemer’s food store be run as a respectable business. 

In an extensive interview, Gringhuis explained the ratio- 
nale behind her enthusiasm. She noted that while the old program 
did little to encourage student appreciation for the cost of food, the 
new program is intended not only to make Redeemer and its stu- 
dents accountable, but also to foster the learning of basic life skills 


While closely monitoring students’ consumption patterns 
over the past five years, Gringhuis was aware of the huge amount 
of food being wasted by the student body, as well as the distribu- 
tion and sale of food to individuals not on Redeemer’s food plan. 
In some instances the recipients of food ‘donations’ were not even 
Redeemer students. 

Many students might also recall dorms in previous years 
that, in effect, became storage facilities for unusually large amounts 
of favoured food products such as boxed cereals and bagged milk. 

According to both Gringhuis and Schat, proof abounds 
that Redeemer’s old food program simply did not work well. Many 
students were clearly taking advantage of a system that did little to 
discourage fraudulence. 

Market prices too high? 

It is clear what students think about the pricing of the 
Redeemer Market's products. Of 143 survey participants, 96% 
agreed that products at the food store are either “generally grossly 
overpriced” (55%) or “generally slightly overpriced” (41%). One of 
the more popular responses to these high prices was the sugges- 
tion that lower-cost, no-name brands ought to replace, or perhaps, 
accompany, some of the expensive brands currently for sale. Sev- 
eral respondents recommended, for example, that Black Diamond 
cheese be replaced by no-name cheese. 

Asked to comment on food store prices, Gringhuis re- 
ported that there has been around a 15-20% drop in prices since 
last academic year, and prices are currently comparative to those in 
grocery stores. While she agreed the introduction of more no-name 
brand options would provide students with the choice of cutting 
shopping costs, she seemed strongly opposed to the idea, on the 
basis of nutrition. She is convinced that, though students should be 
able to choose from a variety of products, the store ought to stock 
only those brands that yield the greatest nutritional value (those 
who have tasted no-name peanut butter might have a better under- 
standing of what she means!). 

What's next? 

Both Schat and Gringhuis indicated that the new food 
program will be closely monitored, with a formal reassessment 
slated for December. Schat predicted that a second reassessment is 
likely to occur near the end of the academic year, possibly followed 
by minor adjustments to dorm balances if averages indicate that 
the weekly allowance is actually insufficient. He cautioned, how- 
ever, that a dorm that has spent copious amounts of money, sub- 
stantially exceeding the dorm average, will not be treated specially. 

The bottom line, according to Schat, is that while Re- 
deemer administration wants the students to eat well and not wor- 
ry about not having enough to eat at the end of the academic year, 
they also ought to be stewardly about food consumption. Schat 
stressed that the situation is a learning experience for both stu- 
dents and administration, and that a measure of patience and trust 
is required between the two parties as the new program undergoes 
tweaking. 

Whether students want to hear it or not, it is safe to say descending 
balances and rigorous food controls are here to stay. Regardless, 

university administrators do not want their students to think there 
is the grim possibility that they will be reduced to nothing more 
than skin and bones as the academic year rolls to a close seven 

months down the road. Both Schat and Gringhuis represent a car- 

ing staff, concerned not only with ensuring that students become 

responsible consumers, but also that Redeemer’s Christian witness 

is not tarnished by a lack of respect for God-given gifts that many 
in the world do not have the luxury of abusing. 

In the end, students will benefit from the acquisition of some basic 

life skills, and money not wasted on excessive food will be reinvest- 

ed, thereby helping to curb students’ food and housing costs in sub- 

sequent years. While difficulties are expected to arise, the benefits 

of the new program surely outweigh both present and future diffi- 

culties. This may simply mean that students living on campus need 

to find new ways to share with one another. And it may also mean 

that some students may be required to occasionally ignore the ag- 

gressive cerebral voice—birthed by one’s entrance into a world vir- 

tually free of parental governance—that screams “injustice!” every 

time responsibility rears its ugly head. 
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Upcoming 
Events 


OCTOBER 6 
CHESS CLUB’S 
FIRST TOURNA- 
MENT 


OCTOBER 12 
THE ART GALLERY 
OF HAMILTON 
ARTS FESTIVAL 
WEEKEND BEGINS, 
AND STUDENTS 
GET INTO AGH 
FREE! 


OCTOBER 14 
WALK4FREEDOM 
EVENT 


OCTOBER 11 
BASICS OF SHAKE- 
SPEARE AND THE- 
ATRE WORKSHOP 
K & LTHEATRE 
COMPANY 


OCTOBER 20-21 
ANDY SQUYRES IS 
COMING TO HAM- 
ILTON! 


NOVEMBER 4-5 
EDUDEO’S ROAD- 
2HOPE RACE - 5K, 
HALF, OR FULL 


MARATHON! 


Royals Home 
Games 


M/W VB 


October 20 
October 21 
November 1 


Mens BB 
October 12 
October 14 


Womens BB 
October 14 


M/W Soccer 
October 11 


OPINION 
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Fine Dining 


Your Peers’ Thoughts on the New Dining Hall 


RACHEL ATSMA 
SENIOR REPORTER », 


If you have walked past the commons at all this 
first month of school, you are sure to have noticed the 
gaping hole where row upon row of shiny mailboxes once 
stood. Those mourning the loss of “Take Your Shot Tues- 
day”, however, may find solace in the new and improved 
dining hall. Indeed, the space beyond the sliding glass 
doors is nearly indistinguishable from its predecessor. 
But beyond its obvious facelift, what sort of impact has 
the change left in the short time since the project has been 
completed? 


The general opinion seems to be mixed. From the students 
I talked to, most focused on how bright and open the space 
feels. One student commented, “The old dining hall seemed 
pretty dark to me; it wasn’t the most inviting space.” 

Another mentioned that since the dining hall has been 
renovated, they'd started working there more than ever 
before. While the previous space was by no means some 
prison cell, it is surprising how much new lights and some 


color can transform a room. Furthermore, based on how 
difficult it can now be to find a table around lunchtime, it 
does seem like the rate of students using the space has in- 
creased greatly. ; 


But how does this new abundance of student traffic affect 
the hall's use as a study space? While connection and com- 
munity have certainly thrived, with more people subse- 
quently comes a higher level of noise. One student I talked 
to had an insight into this other side of the issue. 


“I love how many people are here, but I feel like there’s 
no in-between space anymore,” she said. “I’m either in 
the dining hall and finding myself distracted, or I have to 
go to the library, where I feel like I have to be 100% fo- 
cused.” Taking out the mailboxes, though creating space, 
also removed a highly used sitting area. Without the small 
tables in the commons, Redeemer is down another popular 
work—and people watching—space. 


This brings to mind the last main issue that students have 
brought to the forefront—the lack of mailboxes. The disso- 
lution of the intercampus mail system brings about certain 
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complications. Professors will have to figure out a new way 
to hand back assignments, and any students that wish to 
send or receive mail will have to go to the front office to do 
so. The system is definitely a work in progress, but hope- 
fully just a byproduct of a new change, and the kinks will 
be worked out soon. 


And so we have come to the end of a rather brief review on 
the pros and cons of the new dining hall. Now, whether you 
think the dining hall is great or the worst thing since Tim’s 
abolished the cardboard wrap holders, this change, like all 
others, will take some getting used to. While the dining hall 
may be a more evident example, it is by no means the only 
one Redeemer has or will institute in the near future. 


How we approach these changes matters. The lack of cir- 
cular tables, while a fair complaint, may not be the most 
meaningful one in the long run. That's not to say that we 
should accept everything. Take the time, question the de- 
cisions. However, sometimes it’s best to appreciate and 
adapt to the work and efforts that have been taken rather 
than dwelling on the negative. 


Quest Contributer Spotlight 


Gwyneth Covey 


Quest is Redeemer’s Creative Arts Magazine, and 
we're passionate about fostering a creative community on 
campus. This spotlight will showcase students who have 
contributed to the magazine, providing them a platform to 
express themselves, give a deeper look into their art, and 
inspire you to tap into your own creativity! 


ard year music major Gwyneth Covey is a singer-song- 
writer, musician, and aspiring actress. She has written 
and recorded original material and performed in front of 
audiences at open mics, gigs, and productions. You can 
find one of Gwyneth’s original songs in our Winter 2023 
issue, “No Eye Has Seen.” 


Nathan from the Quest team sat down with Gwyneth for 
this brief interview. 


How would you describe yourself as an artist? 


I like to call myself a versatile storyteller. There's some- 
thing about the way acting, song writing, and singing cap- 
ture the human experience and expose truth in a unique 
way. It’s the philosophical and narrative aspects that draw 
me in, 


What does Quest mean to you? Why did you sub- 
mit to it? 


I loved the idea of gathering a community of artists. I am 
finding myself more and more passionate about elevating 
excellent Christian art. I think it’s incredibly necessary 
now and I love that Quest works towards that goal. I also 
enjoy being around like-minded people; it makes you feel 
less crazy and alone! 


Could you tell us more about your song “Prodi- 
gal”, which you submitted and performed last 
semester? 


“Prodigal” is a moment of musical realization for me. 
When I wrote it I felt like I was discovering that I could 
use my skill as a writer to help others. It captured this 
experience that my friends and I were going through. It 
was this immensely cathartic piece for that reason. It was 
also the first time I wrote something overtly about my 
faith that I felt truly proud of. It marks a new stage for me 
as a writer, I think. 


Do you plan to submit to Quest this year? Any 
ideas or inspiration so far? 


I do. I want to stick closer to the theme this year. When I 
write a song it’s typically about an idea I've been ruminat- 
ing on for a while, sort of picking up pieces from life and 
adding them to an unformed blob until I actually feel like 
I can sit down to write. Recently, I have been thinking 

a lot about what it means that I live in the time period I 
do. I like to think about the book of Esther where it says, 
“Maybe you are here for such a time as this.” I often ques- 
tion what my life would have been like if I had lived in 
another time. So that’s kind of the question I want to look 
into for this piece. 


What’s one message you want to share with Re- 
deemer’s creative community? 


Stressing about fitting an expectation or into a box is 

just going to make you hate your own art. Your unique 
perspective is given to you for a reason. Don’t assume that 
just because you are doing something weird it's not going 
to work, God is in control, and He made you this way on 
purpose. 


STUDENT VOICES 
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Classifieds 


Welcome to Redeemer’s Classifieds! This section of the Crown is devoted to publishing what 
students have to say. What’s on your mind Keep an eye out on our instagram (@ru_crown) 
for a chance to submit your message for our next edition. 


Ist years with their To my SSHA, the | 
OneCards around There should be stone bench outside Jake Voskamp is de- 
their neck (can't benches in the art of Charis is not for prived of ice cream 


interfere it's a canon 
event) 


gallery 


kissing :/ 


Marshall's writing 


| wish someone would The biggest tragedy Why are there chit for the Crown? Guy's 
nickname Liam Schat of the summer was dren's urinals in the just completing side 
“Murmy” losing the mailboxes basement of Charis? quests now 

How can | go in 
| beats on Te Ella, the Table is Commuter discrimi- peace when Sam 
ee ours... | think you nation is real... please Kim throws down the 
theo > fll know what | mean let me into Charis benediction too fast 


MARSHALL CHAPMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


“I hear people say Redeemer is a school for every- 
one—I!I don't believe that to be true.” 


Redeemer’s Student Senate President, Sebastian Caldwell, 
joined me on September 26th for an evening chat regard- 
ing the flurry of activity surrounding Senate this year. 


Sebastian noted that the first month of the school year is 
always transitionary for Senators. “We hired three first- 
year senators to assist the vice-presidents—all three of 
whom have been great,” said Caldwell. “We had a Senator 
step down over the summer and [we] hired Kanesha Esh 
who has been great so far. She's already planning favou- 
rite events like the Redeemer Banquet and the Harvest 
Hoedown,” he said. “We also got new laundry machines in 
Charis which is great and something I campaigned on as 
President.” 


Regarding financial commitments that Student Senate has 
made in the early stages of his term, Caldwell noted the five 
new $1000 Student Senate scholarships. Introduced by the 
previous Senate president, five students were anonymously 
selected this week to receive the scholarships. 


for me to catch it 


J Cup of Presidential Tea 


Sebastian Caldwell Says Re- 
.  deemer Isnt for Everyone 


Senate has also made campus service investments with 
new holes on the disc golf course, a new feminine hygiene 
dispenser in the washroom next to the security offices, and 
a discount on student tickets for the Rend Collective con- 
certs. “We are entrusted with students’ money; therefore, 
we believe it is important to use it well.” 


I asked Sebastian about Senate’s discounted funding of 
Rend Collective tickets for students, seeing as their subsi- 
dizing of Paul Baloche and DOE tickets for students last 
year—an event that almost no students attended—was un- 
successful. 


“I don’t make any sole decision on my own. Everything is 
backed up by my team,” said Caldwell. “We understood 
immediately that Rend Collective was much bigger than 
Paul Baloche and DOE; the former I'd never heard of. The 
[Rend Collective] concert sold out very quickly, especially 
with student tickets. We spent $6500 on student tickets.” 


In my own experience as the previous Student Senate pres- 
ident, I asked Sebastian about what it’s been like working 
with the administration and the institution itself. After 
taking a long pause, he said, “Redeemer has a unique mis- 
sion to deliver a Christian Reformed-based education to 
Christian Reformed students. I hear people say Redeemer 
is a school for everyone—I don't believe that to be true,” 
he said. 


“As an international student myself, there are students who 
struggle here. Students outside the Reformed tradition, the 
Dutch tradition, often have a large culture shock coming 
to Redeemer—and especially those who aren't Canadian.” 
Caldwell added, “There is a large, growing focus on inter- 
national students. I praise Cathy Penelton and the interna- 
tional student's advisors, both of whom I am friends with, 
for making that transition easier.” 


Caldwell also put in a plug for its team: “Please reach out if 
there is anything that can be done to improve the school or 
student experience at Redeemer, especially recreationally. 
It is our job to advocate for you!” 


When I asked Caldwell exactly what he is advocating for 
this year, he said, “We're internally renovating Senate, 
reviewing our bylaws and financial guidelines to ensure 
we can continue to operate effectively as a team. We're 
strengthening how we represent students who are on the 
sidelines or feel voiceless. We're focusing on clubs, bring- 
ing new ones to campus that represent the beliefs and in- 
terests of a wide variety of students here at Redeemer.” 


In order to help fund these endeavors, Caldwell concluded 
that Senate is looking at potentially increasing Student 
Senate fees by $1 per course, despite them being cut by $3 
by the previous Senate team. “We are going to conduct a 
financial review and decide after that.” 


PEOPLE 


OCTOBER 2023 // thecrown.ca 


FOMO Index 


Afraid of missing out on what's going on in the world? Welcome to the FOMO index! Here you'll find 8 headlines, cover- 
ing topics that range from insignificance to high-impact, and from Redeemer-only relevance to the whole wide world. 
We've only got the Sparknotes here, but there are plenty of sources out there that can tell you more about these stories! 


Redeemer Innovation Cen- 


had their grand opening 


_ last Friday 


REDEEMER 
BUBBLE 


Redeemer will be sending On- 
tario’s first post-secondary disc 
golf team to a tournament in the 


USA 


MARSHALL CHAPMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


“Obviously [with] getting married it’s been even 
bigger coming back to campus. It’s weird to go home 
every night and not have a house full of guys,” said Peter 
Frielink, a 2023 Redeemer grad who has returned as an 
Education student. 


“I graduated in May which was exciting, I [also] got in 
at Laurier and Lakehead for teacher’s college, and it 
was a big decision to return to Redeemer. There was a 
big tuition jump for sure—nearly double—but J thought 
Redeemer would be a good option to come back to as it 
will prepare me well for teaching in both the public and 
Christian school systems.” 


When asked about coming back to Redeemer after a 
four-year B.A., Peter added, “A big, part of coming back to 
Redeemer was the professors—coming back to campus and 
developing, relationships with my professors after only two 
days of classes is awesome. 


“The Education program takes such a different approach 
to university than I'm used to; it’s so different from my 
B.A. Profs aren’t as concerned with the ‘right’ answer, but 
more about what you think, your opinion, and practical- 
ity. There isn't necessarily a right or wrong answer, but a 
lot of reflection instead. There’s been a big change from 


Ontario minimum wage 
has just been bumped up 
to $16.55 


Pope Francis appointed 21 
new cardinals from around the 
world to encourage diversity 


IMPORTANT 


the academic focus in my B.A. as a history honours and 
politics student. 


“Socially, I feel very comfortable—lots of my friends are 
back in the program and living in the area so | feel very at 
ease socially.” 


Peter got married to his girlfriend of five years in August 
in Barrie, Ontario, “Obviously with getting married, it’s 
been even bigger coming back to campus. It’s weird to 
come back home every night and not have a house full of 
guys. I’ve always had a significant other throughout uni- 
versity so being married hasn't changed my social experi- 
ence here at all. It's changed my ability to do things in the 
evening, including extracurriculars and intramurals. 


“Ultimately, I stepped down from the role as intramural 
coordinator here on campus because of the distance of my 
commute to and from campus, and given the fact that I 
am married—it just isn’t as feasible as it was before. I have 
quite the commute to campus, about a 25-30 minute bike 
ride if 1 am really hauling it, but 1 don’t think most people 
would bike. Bussing is an option too.” 


Being in his fifth year at Redeemer, Peter has seen many 
changes on campus. He's highlighted some differences 
he’s noticed over the last half-decade: “What has stuck out 
to me most through these five years is the amount of care 
that the university has for its students. The pandemic was 


A 104 year-old in Illinois broke 
the world’s oldest sky-diver 
record... pending Guiness’s ap- 
proval 


ligator denied entrance to 


Double bombing on Paki- 


stan mosques leave at leas 


59 dead 


Scientists in Sweden retrieve 
RNA from extinct species;a 
step toward bringing them 

back? 


WHOLE WIDE 
WORLD 


“Emotional support” al- 


Phillies baseball game 


a very dark period for myself and many others. Redeemer 
did everything it could to make the student experience 
beneficial while also following all public health guidelines 
and heavy investments in online education. We had the 
most in-person classes throughout the pandemic of any 
school I'm familiar with, secondary and primary schools 
included. Balancing the load between student life and the 
student experience was massive and should be recog- 
nized. 


“The school has shown signs of growth in things that 
matter, Sure, there are decisions made that students don’t 
like but there are plenty of investments that also show 
that Redeemer cares for student life here on campus. 
21Five is a key example of that - it’s improved drastically 
and students appreciate it. Kristel has done a great job 
ensuring programs get their books. 


“For EDU 414 for example, the publisher for the textbook 
went out of business. Kristel contacted the author of the 
textbook, who happened to have extra textbooks and had 
them sent to the university. ' 


“The Charis Center has [also] been a perfect example of 
that; the walls may be thin and the washing machines _ 
may be faulty, but the combination of a place to live and a 
place to study supports the long-term growth and sustain- 
ability of the university by providing a place to live, laugh, 
and learn (haha).” 


